John B. Scythes 
32 Beaty Avenue 
Toronto,Ontario M6K 3B4 


Dear John, 


Thank you for the letters of Jan 27 and the enclosed Dec.7.1992 connected 
with the symptomless rabbit syphilis. It is a very interesting question. 

I have to study the publication you mentioned and compare with the idea 

of Ovchinnikov about the "nuller rabbit". I tray to make a calculation 

for the expense. Hopefully it will be possible to make the experiments 

and the serological studies, but the cell tipization must be done by others 
may be by prof Lugger in Vienna. We have to evaluate all details before 

the start. ° 


The idea is excellent. If we shall be able to solve the monitary problems 
it is possible to do. I think the repeated challenge is a good idea, the 
anal infection is a good model. I would suggest to challenge the animals 
with new strains which is freshly isolated from early syphilitic patients, 
if we can find during the period of the experiment. In this case the ani- 
mals will be infected with a new mosaic of treponema antigens. May be I 
mentionbed,in the CDC we demonstrated antigen difference beween [Treponema 
pallidum Budapest and Treponema pallidum Nichols strains . One patient was 
positive with Nichols and negative with Budapest strain using FTA-ABS test 
—___the 9orscedura was _made-by William Duncan, in 1974. 


In Vienna I’1l be on the Dermatology-2000 and it will be a good possibility 

to meet you. Unfortunately I have not sen any possibility to go to Helsinki. 
Connected with Berlin - We have a study of AIDS sick patinets and syphilis 
We would be interested in making a lecture in Berlin, but I was not able 

to find possibility for registration fee. 


I’1l1 be happy to welcome you in Budapest in May or any time. 


With my best wishes. 5 / 









Sincerely yours, 


Budapest, Febr.11.1993. 


a 


stvan Horvath,Dr.Sci. 
1085 Budapest Maria u.41. 
Hungary 
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